Character

Children need a fundamental sense of right and wrong to ensure they are prepared to make wise
choices, contribute to the world, and become stable adults. Children with character enjoy a strong sense
of self-worth and confidence. They are more comfortable sticking to their own values and
demonstrating a caring attitude toward others.

Some basic questions to ask yourself include:

e Do | help my child understand how his behaviors affect other people in good and bad ways?

e Am | helping my child recognize himself as a caring person?

e Dol allow him to clarify his own values?

e Dol allow him to consider right versus wrong and look beyond immediate satisfaction or selfish
needs?

e Dol value him so clearly that | model the importance of caring for others?

e Do | demonstrate the importance of community?

e Do | help him develop a sense of spirituality?

e Am I careful to avoid racist, ethnic, or hateful statements or stereotypes? Am | clear how |
regard these thoughts and statements whenever and wherever my child is exposed to them?

e Dol express how I think of others’ needs when | make decisions or take actions?
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